
Letter Flag Meaning 

A 

ALPHA 

 Diver down; keep clear at 
slow speed 

B 

BRAVA 

 Taking in, discharging, or 
carrying dangerous cargo  

C CHARLIE  Yes or affirmative 

D 

DELTA 

 Maneuvering with difficulty; 
keep clear 

E 

ECHO 

 Altering course to starboard  

F 

FOXTROT 

 Disabled; communicate with 
me 

G 

GOLF 

 Require a pilot.  

H 

HOTEL 

 Pilot on board.  

I 

INDIA 

 Altering course to port.  

J 

JULIET 

 Dangerous cargo; keep clear 

K 

KILO 

 Wish to communicate  

L 

LIMA 

 Stop your vessel immediately  

M 

MIKE 

 Vessel is stopped and making 
no way through the water  

   

Letter Flag Meaning 

N  
NOVEMBER 

 No or negative  

O  OSCAR  Man overboard 

P  

PAPA 

 All personnel return to ship 
vessel to proceed to sea 

Q  QUEBEC  Ship meets health regulations; 
request  clearance into port  

R  ROMEO  Preparing to replenish  

S 

SIERRA 

 Moving astern  

T  TANGO  Keep clear; engaged in 
trawling  

U  
UNIFORM 

 You are running into danger 

V  

VICTOR 

 Require assistance 

W  
WHISKEY 

 Require medical assistance  

X   

XRAY 

 Stop carrying out your 
intentions and watch for signals  

Y  YANKEE  Dragging anchor  

Z  

ZULU 

 Require a tug  
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Number  Flag 

0 

ZERO 

 

1 

ONE 

 

2 

TWO 

 

3 

THREE 

 

4 

FOUR 

 

5 

FIVE 

 

6 

SIX 

 

7 

SEVEN 

 

8 

EIGHT 

 

9 

NINE 
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